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Tnil Is Nd The Que*Iutt
Radicat "environmental" activism needs to be undertaken with and guided by

an understanding of the role of patriarchal ideology in the planetary devastation
we face today. The connection between the work of saving the planet and the
libention of wimmin comes up clearly with the issue of humyn overPopulation
and the analysis around how we address it. In order truly to address humyn
overpopulation and its environmental toll, we have to put it into its proper
contixl and address it accordingly. We have to recognize and confront its root
causes: the domination of wimmin through patriarchal ideolory and institutions,
and the obiectiffcation, "ownership," and subiugation of all living beings and the
planet by capitalist and patriarchal power.

Corporate'patriarchal political and economic dominion is at the root of humyn
overpopulation. Ttre problem is not ultimately about individual wimmin's
choices. Cultures where wimmin have power within themselves do not over
'breed.' Patriarchies, with their pronatalist hnt, act to override healthy and
natural social instincts to keep populations in check. Patriarchies have perverted
the SOcial Cqntext of individual wimmin's choices and, in combination with
capitalist exptoitation, have led us to the current populadon crisis. Patriarchy
rests its pnwer on the control of wimmin's sexuality and reproductive choice.

Paqiarchigt do.this becarrse r.vi4min's control ovet rqlroduction is the ultimate
pfi;i it;$6ttt;ftfi iEid&nHb thls ah.t att€t (an:d are still adins) towrest
this control away from wlmrnln. The maintenance of this power lnvolves keeping
pimmin drildbearing and rearing; twisting our capacity to bear children into our
ordained role.

Ad&€ssing overpopul,ation is not as simple as blaming and shaming those who
choose to have drildren, calling them "breeders," and calling for "voluntary humyn
extinction.o Denigrating the act of humyn reproduction because you're angry about
the overpopulation and over consumption of humyns in the industialized world
muht make you feel better, but it is ineffective at best, and dangerous at worst,
because it ignores what is really to blame, thus perpetuating the subiugation of
wimmin as well as the ethic of domination that is destroying the planet.

A lack of child-bearing and rearing will not stop the machine, or the havoc it
wreals. Sure,wecould all stophavingchildren and reducethepopulation burden,
but if capitalist patriarchy is left intact, the planet will fare little better. Nothing
short of resisting and stopping the machine itself, the patriarchal ordering of
"life," is going to save this planet. Stopping patriarchy means stoPPin& not re-

creating, the disempowerment of wimmin, and you are recreating our
disempowerment when you impose political mandates on what we do with our
wombs, as opposed to recognizing and resisting our exploiters. I will not
exchange one misogynist culture for another. I will not be told not to "breed"
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or be segregated by my "reactionary" choice to have children (for the record-
I don't have children). I will take responsibility for my choices, I will work to
empower other wimmin to make healthy and life-affirming choices and to take
their place in our evolutionary potential.

Acting toempowerwimmin, as opposed to regulatinSus, and actinS tosupPort
our empowerment, on our termt is an act of liberatory resistance that serves us
all, as well as the planet. Try listening to us. To our strategies. To our needs. We
do not exist for you to rule. We are finding our own way, battling our desecration
and the silencing of our heritage by the 'culture" of patriarchy. We are resisting
having our very existence being defined and stunted and mutilated by a

misogynist society. We do not need your Politics to validate our wofth ot to define
our path. And obviousln not all childbearing and rearing arises from or because
of the patriarchal machine. There is a myriad of choice, a myriad of biology, the
expression of love and community, and the instinct for survival involved here.
Try not to forget that certain indigenous and other populations face a very real
threat of their own "extinction" and there has been nOthing "voluntaq/ about
it. Glorifying the death of the humyn species only reveals your cultural privilege
and so please spare me the insipid hatefulness of the "Voluntary Human
Extinction Movement."

When you ignore the rule of capitalist lntriarchy, you ane scapegoating and
you are scapegoadng wimmin primarily, because the fact is the burden of the
pregnancy choice and the reality of abofion lies with the womyn. The anti-
breeding onus for "zero-population growth" rests upon the lvomyn. So hear this:
Wimmin are not responsibte for cleaning up after what is ultimately a make-
created mess. To the male misogynist misanthropes, I say: Do your own friggin
dishes. Scrub patriarchy. You cannot have your cake (male privilege) and eat it too
(moral superiority via politically correct sex).

We must direct our'environ-
mental" resistance with an
analysis of the role of patriar-
chal power, exactly as we need
to direct our actions with an
acknowledgment of class and
colour reality and resistance.
These struggles are all intimately
connected and the links must
be made if we plan on ever truly
changing anything. We need to
focus on resisting the engineers
of overpopulation and those
who profit by it, whether in
wealth or in social power via
keeping wimmin'producing"
for their own purposes, (e.g.
more consumers, more cannon
fodder). Spend your time orga-
nizing and preaching and act-
ing against the corporations, the
catholicchurch, and the myriad
of minor patriarchs/rapists/
batterers/gay bashers/child mo.
lesters. Basically, take your
hands and your politics off my
womb. I refuse to allow you and
Operations Rescue to DICKeT
over what I should do with it.

- Annie
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INSIDE
. A women's guide to Deep Ecology books . FYI's
. Deep Ecologry or Deep Testosterone? . Gender Paradigms
. Women's Equality orWhitewash? . A little Woo'Woo

and other party favorites......


